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H
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ES.69
P

roposing an am
endm

ent to the 
C

onstitution of the U
nited States relative 

to equal rights for m
en and w

om
en.

C
onstitutional A

m
endm

ent - Prohibits denying or abridging 
equality of rights under the law

 by the U
nited States or by any 

state on account of sex.

H
.R

. 6079
R

epeal of O
bam

acare A
ct.

To repeal the Patient Protection and A
ffordable C

are A
ct and 

health care-related provisions in the H
ealth C

are and Education 

R
econciliation A

ct of 2010.

S. 3313 
W

om
en Veterans and O

ther H
ealth C

are 

Im
provem

ents A
ct of 2012

A
 bill to am

end title 38, U
nited States C

ode, to im
prove the 

assistance provided by the D
epartm

ent of Veterans A
ffairs to 

w
om

en veterans, to im
prove health care furnished by the 

D
epartm

ent, and for other purposes.

S. 3250

SA
F

E
R A

ct of 2012

A
 bill to am

end the D
N

A
 A

nalysis Backlog Elim
ination A

ct of 

2000 to provide for D
ebbie Sm

ith grants for auditing sexual 

assault evidence backlogs and to establish a Sexual A
ssault 

Forensic Evidence Registry, and for other purposes.

S. 3220

Paycheck Fairness A
ctn and w

om
en.

A
 bill to am

end the Fair Labor Standards A
ct of 1938 to provide m

ore 

effective rem
edies to victim

s of discrim
ination in the paym

ent of 

w
ages on the basis of sex, and for other purposes.

S. 2338

Violence Against W
om

en 

Reauthorization Act of 2012

A bill to reauthorize the Violence Against W
om

en Act of 1994.

H
.R. 4203

W
omen’s Procurement Program 

Improvement Act of 2012

To am
end the Sm

all Business Act w
ith respect to the 

procurem
ent program

 for w
om

en-ow
ned sm

all business 

concerns, and for other purposes

H.R. 3803 

District of Columbia Pain-Capable 

Unborn Child Protection Act

To am
end title 18, United States Code, to protect pain-

capable unborn children in the District of Colum
bia, and 

for other purposes.

H.R. 3541

Prenatal Nondiscrimination Act 

(PRENDA) of 2012

To prohibit discrimination against the unborn on the basis of sex or 

race, and for other purposes.S. 1925
Violence Against Women 

Reauthorization Act of 2011

A bill to reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act of 1994.

S. 1763SAVE Native Women Act

A bill to decrease the incidence of violent crimes against 

Indian women, to strengthen the capacity of Indian tribes to 

exercise the sovereign authority of Indian tribes to respond 

to violent crimes committed against Indian women, and to 

ensure that perpetrators of violent crimes committed against 

Indian women are held accountable for that criminal behavior, 

and for other purposes.S. 1440PREEMIE Reauthorization Act

A bill to reduce preterm labor and delivery and the risk of 

pregnancy-related deaths and complications due to pregnancy, 

and to reduce infant mortality caused by prematurity.S. 1301Proposing an amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States relative 

to equal rights for men and women.

A bill to authorize appropriations for �scal years 2012 through 2015 

for the Traf�cking Victims Protection Act of 2000, to enhance 

measures to combat traf�cking in persons, and for other purposes.S. 1280Kate Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer 

Protection Act of 2011
An act to amend the Peace Corps Act to require sexual assault 

risk-reduction and response training, the development of a 

sexual assault policy, the establishment of an Of�ce of Victim 

Advocacy, the establishment of a Sexual Assault Advisory 

Council, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2074
Veterans Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Health Care Enhancement ActTo amend title 38, United States Code, to require a 
comprehensive policy on reporting and tracking sexual assault 

incidents and other safety incidents that occur at medical 
facilities of the Department of Veterans Affairs, to improve 

rehabilitative services for veterans with traumatic brain injury, 

and for other purposes.

H.R. 2059
To prohibit funding to the United 
Nations Population Fund.
Prohibits the Secretary of State from making a contribution to 
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

H.R. 1928
Women's Fair and Equal Right to 

Military Service Act

To amend title 10, United States Code, to repeal the ground combat 

exclusion policy for female members of the Armed Forces.

S. 414
International Protecting Girls by 

Preventing Childmarriage Act of 2011

A bill to protect girls in developing countries through the 

prevention of child marriage, and for other purposes.

S. 250
Justice for All Reauthorization Act of 2012

A bill to protect crime victims' rig
hts, to

 eliminate the substantial 

backlog of DNA samples collected from crime scenes and 

convicted offenders, to
 improve and expand the DNA testing 

capacity of Federal, State, and local crime laboratories, to 

increase research and development of new DNA testing 

technologies, to develop new training programs regarding the 

collection and use of DNA evidence, to provide post conviction 

testing of DNA evidence to exonerate the innocent, to improve 

the performance of counsel in State capital cases.

S. 3817

CAPTA Reauthorization Act of 2010

A bill to
 amend the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, 

the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act, t
he Child Abuse 

Prevention and Treatment and Adoption Reform Act o
f 1978, 

and the Abandoned Infants A
ssist

ance Act o
f 1988 to 

reauthorize
 the Acts, 

and for other purposes.

S. 3772

 Paycheck Fairness A
ct

A bill t
o amend the Fair L

abor Standards A
ct o

f 1938 to provide 

more effectiv
e remedies to

 victi
ms o

f discr
imination in the 

payment of w
ages o

n the basis 
of se

x, and for other purposes.

S. 
2982

 In
ter

national V
iolen

ce A
gainst W

omen 

Act o
f 2010

A bill t
o co

mbat 
inter
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onal v
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ce 

ag
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st w
omen

 an
d girls

.
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H
.R. 1700

National W
om

en’s H
istory M

useum
 

Act of 2009

To authorize the Adm
inistrator of G

eneral Services to convey a 

parcel of real property in the D
istrict of Colum

bia to provide for 

the establishm
ent of a N

ational W
om

en's H
istory M

useum
.

H
.R. 1211

W
omen Veterans H

ealth Care 

Improvement Act

To am
end title 38, United States Code, to expand and im

prove 

health care services available to w
om

en veterans, especially 

those serving in O
peration Enduring Freedom

 and O
peration 

Iraqi Freedom
, from

 the Departm
ent of Veterans Affairs, and for 

other purposes.

H.R. 1032

Heart Disease Education, Analysis 

Research, and Treatment for W
omen Act

To am
end the Public Health Service Act to im

prove the 

prevention, diagnosis, and treatm
ent of heart disease, stroke, 

and other cardiovascular diseases in wom
en.

H.R. 725

Indian Arts and Crafts Amendments 

Act of 2010.

States as the purposes of this title to reduce violent crime in 

Indian country and combat sexual and domestic violence against 

American Indian and Alaska Native women

S. 327

Improving Assistance to Domestic and 

Sexual Violence Victims Act of 2009

A bill to amend the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 and 

the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 

improve assistance to domestic and sexual violence victims and 

provide for technical corrections.

S. 252

Veterans Health Care Authorization 
Act of 2009

A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to enhance 

the capacity of the Department of Veterans Affairs to recruit 

and retain nurses and other critical health-care professionals, 

to improve the provision of health care veterans, and for 

other purposes.

H.R. 2

Children’s Health Insurance Program 

Reauthorization Act of 2009

To amend title XXI of the Social Security Act to extend and 

improve the Children's Health Insurance Program, and for other 
purposes.

S. 181

 Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009

To repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and 

health care-related provisions in the Health Care and Education 

Reconciliation Act of 2010.

S. 1229

E
ntrepreneurial D

evelopm
ent A

ct of 2009

A
 bill to reauthorize and im

prove the entrepreneurial 

developm
ent program

s of the Sm
all Business A

dm
inistration, and 

for other purposes. Title II - W
om

en's Sm
all Business O

w
nership 

Program
s

H
.R

. 2352

Job C
reation T

hrough 

E
ntrepreneruship A

ct.

To am
end the Sm

all Business A
ct, and for other purposes. Title IV

 

- Broadening the W
om

en's Business C
enter Program

H
.R. 2020

N
etw

orking and Inform
ation Technology 

Research and D
evelopm

ent A
ct of 2009

To am
end the H

igh-Perform
ance C

om
puting A

ct of 1991 to 

authorize activities for support of netw
orking and inform

ation 

technology research, and for other purposes.

H
.R. 1838

 To am
end the Sm

all Business A
ct to 

m
odify certain provisions relating to 

w
om

en’s business centers

To am
end the Sm

all Business A
ct to m

odify certain provisions 

relating to  w
om

en’s business centers, and for other purposes

FEMME 
LEGALE

Congressional actions for and about women 
in the 111th and 112th congress

The "War on Women" describes the 
legislative and rhetorical attacks on 
women and women’s rights taking 
place across the nation. It includes a 
wide-range of policy efforts designed 
to place restrictions on women's 
health care and erode protections for 
women and their families. Examples 
at the state and federal level have 
included restricting contraception; 
cutting off funding for Planned 
Parenthood; state-mandated, 
medically unnecessary ultrasounds; 
abortion taxes; abortion waiting 
periods; forcing women to tell their 
employers why they want birth 
control, and prohibiting insurance 
companies from including abortion 
coverage in their policies.

But is congress really waging a War 
on Women?

Women make up 51% of the United 
States population and are a powerful 
voting bloc yet there are less than 
100 women in the 112th Congress. 
Of the 43 bills tracked here, only 
37% were sponsored by a female 
senator or representative.

This graphic reveals each law that 
impacts women that has been 
presented to the 11th and 112th 
congresses. The status of each law, as 
well as its description, sponsors and 
roll call votes have been represented 
here to quickly reveal the politics of 
women in congress.

FAILED

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

WOMEN’S EDUCATION

WOMEN’S HEALTH

CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN

WOMEN IN BUSINESS

REFFERED TO 
COMMITTEE

PASSED BY HOUSE

PASSED BY SENATE

SIGNED BY 
THE PRESIDENT

NUMBER & 
GENDER OF 
SPONSORS

REPORTED TO 
COMMITTEE

BILL TITLE &
SUMMARY

YAY/NAY VOTES, 
BY PARTY

January 27, 2012

M
AGNER V. GALLAGHER 

W
hether housing policies that have a dispro-

portionate impact on racial minorities and 

women violate the antidiscrimination provi-

sion of the federal Fair Housing Act.

D
ISM

ISSED

2012

2011

20
10

2009

June 20, 2011WALMART V. DUKES
Whether this sex discrimination case 

against WalMart should be allowed 

to proceed as a class action

June 13, 2011
FLORES-VILLAR V. UNITED STATES

Whether the government may constitution-

ally make it more di�cult for citizen 

fathers than citizen mothers to transmit 

citizenship to their  out-of-wedlock chil-

dren born outside the U.S.
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Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
The Supreme Court's decision to uphold the Affordable Care Act ensures hard-working, middle 

class families will get the security they deserve and protects every American from the worst 
insurance company abuses.  This law was also speci�cally designed to give States the resources and 
�exibility they need to tailor their approach to their unique needs.  With the uncertainty about the 

Court’s decision behind us, it’s now time to focus on implementing this law in a smart and 
non-bureaucratic way that works for the middle class.

Insurance companies no longer have unchecked power to cancel your policy, deny your child 
coverage due to a pre-existing condition, or charge women more than men.

Over 86 million Americans have gained from coverage of preventive care free of charge, like 
mammograms for women and wellness visits for seniors.

S. 181 
Lily Ledbetter fair pay act of 2009
The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act was a critical piece of legislation that corrected the impact of 
a 2007 Supreme Court decision that sharply limited workers' opportunities to challenge wage 
discrimination and undermined civil rights law that had been in place for decades.

The bill (H.R. 2831 & S. 1843) was defeated in April 2008 by Republicans in the Senate who 
cited the possibility of frivolous lawsuits in their opposition of the bill and criticized Democrats 
for refusing to allow compromises. The bill was re-introduced in the 111th Congress (as H.R. 
11 and S. 181) in January 2009. It passed in the House of Representatives with 247 votes in 
support and 171 against. The vote was split along party lines, with two Republicans voting in 
favor  and four Democrats voting against. The Senate voted 72 to 23 to invoke cloture on S. 
181 on January 15, 2009.The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act passed the Senate, 61-36, on 
January 22, 2009. Those in favor included every Democratic senator, two independents who 
caucused with Democrats, and �ve Republican senators.

On January 29, 2009, Obama signed the bill into law. It was the �rst act he signed as 
president, and it ful�lled his campaign pledge to nullify Ledbetter v. Goodyear. 

Equal Rights Amendment
THIS RESOLUTION HAS A 0% CHANCE OF BEING ENACTED OR PASSED. 

The following factors were considered: The sponsor is a member of the minority party. (-10%); The resolution's title 
starts with "Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United." (-10%); Just 10% of all House joint resolutions 

in 2009–2010 were enacted or passed.

Carolyn Maloney: “I have introduced the full 'start-over' ERA in each Congress since I arrived because the rights of 
women deserve to be constitutional. This Congress, I introduced H.J.RES 69 with over 155 original cosponsors. This 
would re-set the rati�cation count at zero and start the rati�cation process over again. In addition to the 'start-over' 

strategy, there is the 'three-state' strategy, which would put the ERA in our Constitution when an additional three states 
ratify, which, when added to the original 35 states, add up to the necessary 38 rati�cations. However, some 

Constitutional scholars believe that this approach would violate the Constitution and would likely be subject to a 
challenge which would likely win in court and invalidate the entire rati�cation. Nevertheless, I support both strategies and 

believe in doing anything that will increase the chances that the ERA will be included in the Constitution.”


